Smarter than a fifth-grader success signals return

Sunny Hill event a hit with participants and attendees

     JOLIET - Did you miss the Sunny Hill Nursing Home version of Are You Smarter than a Fifth-Grader?

     Fans of the FOX television game show and Chicagoan Olivia Glowacki, the popular fifth-grader from the hit show’s first season, can count on a repeat performance due to the success of the Tuesday, June 24, event. 

     “Olivia had so much fun emceeing the event at our Family Fun Night that she wants to come back,” said Becky Haldorson, Assistant Administrator at the Will County-owned nursing home. “The residents had fun answering the questions, and we had many community members and their children who were fans of Olivia’s, the show or both, who attended.”

     In fact, said Activity Director Larry Lindholm, some of the fifth-graders who played participated after a parent read about the event and called to ask about bringing them to watch. The students were from St. Raymond’s Catholic School. Volunteers from the Boy Scout Troop from St. Paul’s Catholic Church in Joliet were also part of the fun. The Boy Scouts volunteer every month. 

    Olivia filled the role of host Jeff Foxworthy, emceeing the event.

    Big winners were the team of Rita Rago and Adelle Vair. Other participants were Helen Hare, Audrey O’Brien, Barb Ryan, and, by popular demand, Administrator Karen Sorbero. 

    Will County Executive Larry Walsh, who oversees the County-owned nursing home, congratulated the facility on the successful event. “Bringing in Olivia and involving the community made for a wonderful evening for the residents and all those who attended. I’m sure there will be many people looking forward to a repeat of the event.”

     Sorbero said residents are “huge fans of the TV show and were so excited to have Olivia at Sunny Hill. Many of our seniors work crossword puzzles, word searches and other intellectual games that keep them sharp. Their love of knowledge proves that learning can be a life-long venture.”

     Lindholm said the facility will wait until after the 2008-09 school year begins before scheduling the next round. 

      Sunny Hill Nursing Home of Will County, 421 Doris Ave., is home to about 250 residents. More information is available at www.willcountyillinois.com. Click on Sunny Hill.   

CUTLINE: 

Sunny Hill Nursing Home resident Audrey O’Brien and Olivia Glowacki share a moment at the county-owned facility’s recent Family Fun Night. Olivia, the popular student from the first season of FOX television’s Are You Smarter Than a Fifth-Grader?, emceed the nursing home’s rendition of the game. (Photo courtesy of Becky Haldorson, Sunny Hill Assistant Administrator)

